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Jewelers of America Sends Members Guidance on Burma Gem Ban 

 
Retailers should ask suppliers for assurances that they are abiding by the JADE Act 

  
 

New York, NY – Jewelers of America, the national trade association for businesses serving the fine 

jewelry retail marketplace, has sent its members updated guidance on the Tom Lantos Block Burmese 

JADE (Junta’s Anti-Democratic Efforts) Act of 2008, which banned the import of Burmese rubies and 

jadeite, effective September 27, 2008.  

 

The guidance includes the latest U.S. Customs and Border Protection rules on imports of non-

Burmese rubies and jadeite. After several interim updates, the agency issued its most recent update 

on March 18, 2009. 

 

The association’s member guidance features simple bullet points outlining “What You Need to 

Know” and “What You Need to Do,” and offers specific information for retailers who are directly 

importing rubies and jadeite from overseas, as well as for those who are not importers. 

 

Jewelers of America tells retailers who are not direct importers to require assurances from their 

suppliers, when purchasing rubies or jadeite, that suppliers are sourcing non-Burmese rubies and 

jadeite in compliance with the strict import rules put in place by U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection, to ensure Burmese gems are not intermingled with their non-Burmese counterparts.  

 

The guidance also contains “Talking Points” to help jewelers answer questions from consumers, the 

press, or human rights groups, all of whom have taken an interest in the Burma gem ban. 

Representatives from each of these groups have already contacted Jewelers of America members.  
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Jewelers of America members can also take advantage of the association’s Sample Policy Statement 

on the Burmese gem ban that’s provided, which they can cut and paste onto their own letterheads 

and give to consumers, display in-store or post to their websites. 

 

“An increasing number of socially conscious consumers, particularly younger ones, are asking 

questions about the products they buy – especially where and how they were sourced and 

manufactured,” says Jewelers of America President and CEO Matthew A. Runci. “Jewelers of 

America’s Member Guidance on the Burma Gem Ban helps jewelers understand their responsibilities, so 

that they can, in confidence, answer questions.” 

 

Members of the trade seeking more information, especially detailed information for direct importers 

on compliance with the Tom Lantos Block Burmese JADE Act of 2008, can also visit the Jewelers 

Vigilance Committee website, www.jvclegal.org. The U.S. Customs and Border Protection website 

also provides specific information on the new import rules for non-Burmese ruby and jadeite:  

http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/trade/trade_programs/cargo_summary/laws/public_law/.  

 

 

For more information, contact the Public Affairs Department: 
 
Peggy Jo Donahue 
Director of Public Affairs 
pjdonahue@jewelers.org 
(646) 658-5802 
 

Susan Thea Posnock 
Public Affairs Manager 
sposnock@jewelers.org 
(646) 658-5806 

 
 

About Jewelers of America: 
Jewelers of America is the national trade association for businesses serving the fine jewelry retail 
marketplace, representing 11,000 member stores. Jewelers of America's primary purpose is to 
improve consumer confidence in the jewelry industry by: serving as a forum for discussion and 
analysis of issues; playing a leadership role in public, government and industry affairs; advocating 
professionalism, including high ethical, social and environmental standards; and facilitating members' 
access to education. For more information about Jewelers of America, visit www.jewelers.org. 
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